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he took the oath before the Grand Sob/aitj; in the
ancient capital of the Bulgarian Czars, to whom he
alluded in his opening proclamation.

At the time of his accession Prince Ferdinand was
twenty-six years of age.    The younger son of a dis-
tinguished family, his father was a nobleman possess-
ing   large  estates  in  Austria,  his   mother,   Princess
Clementine, was the granddaughter of King Louis
Philippe.    Well connected and with ample means, he
had two indispensable qualifications for the throne.
But he was wholly ignorant of the  language and
customs  of  his  subjects,  to   whom   he  came,  like
Alexander, as a foreigner, but without Alexander's
Russian introductions and dashing manners.    Acci-
dent   made   Prince   Ferdinand  a  sovereign,  nature
intended him for a student.    He is never so happy
as when rambling through the mountains in search
of choice botanical specimens, and his tastes arc not
those of soldiers and sportsmen.    The Bulgarians, as
he has himself admitted, are not enthusiastic Royalists.
They have adopted monarchical principles, because
that was the only means of making their indepen-
dence  acceptable  to the  Powers.     No   one  could,
therefore, have   expected   them  to  display  intense
loyalty to a young sovereign, of whom few of them
had ever heard, and who seemed deficient in those
qualities which had endeared Alexander to the hearts
of his people.

The Regents resigned upon Prince Ferdinand's
accession, and retired into private life. But for M.
Stambuloff, to whom more than any other man
Bulgaria owed the maintenance of her independence